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'N the reign FT, Ein u the moſt bisch 
virgins in the a king A dominions were, on a cer- 
in day, aſſembled, that he might chuſe one to 
pply the place of Vaſthi, his queen, whom he had 
vorce1,,,, Among this number was Eſther, the 
ece of a Jew. of the tribe of Benjamin, who had 
en brought captive from Jeruſalem. _ Eſther had 
ther father nor mother, but was brought up by | 
r uncle, Mordecai, to whom, as will appear b 
eſequel, ſhe paid the obedience of « dutiful child. 
e was preferred by the king to all the othet 
dens, ſo that he ſet the royal crowti upon her 
ad, = made her queen inſtead. of Vaſthi.”. 
aſuerus celebrated his marriage with great p om 00 


18 


d rejoicings, inviting ; to it all the We an 


EY 
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gteat men of the empire, to whom he diſtribut 
gifts proportionable to the dignity of a king. 
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_ "Eſther, by the advice of her uncle Mordecai, ( 
got make known to the king of what people or ki 
_dred ſhe was; he feared, perhaps; that the idea 

ber being of a captive nation might impede h 
advancement. Whatever might be his reaſon { 
implicitly obeyed him; for the ſcripture expreſs 
ſays, that Ether did the commandment of Morde 
to be as when ſhe was brought up with him.“ I 

paſſage affords a ſtriking leſſon of the obedity 
8 we owe to our parents, or to thoſe who have pt 
formed to us the part of parents. Eſther, thou 

the wife of a great king, was not aſhamed of liſte 

ing to the advice of her uncle; ſhe did not, as is 

caſe of too many in performing the duties of a 
forget thoſe of a daughter : how eagerly do ſon 
young people the inſtant they marry, throw off f 
authority of a, good parent; they forget the ma 

tender attentions and marks of kindneſs they. ha 
received in their helpleſs years: the parents'all 
ance is no longer wanted, and therefore all obl 

tions appear to ſubſide; if advice is offered in a 

family concerns, it is rejected with rudeneſs 
neglected with contempt ; the Kind ſolicitude of! 
parent is felt as a burden, and all. interferen 
deemed, as out of time: ſuch is the ſtupidity 
well. as the ingratitude of ſuch charatters, that | 
are inſenſible to the advantage ariſing. (independ 

of religious motives, which muſt always teach ui 
cheriſh and honour our parents) from a frienl 
communication with age they forget that et 

_ Fience is the mother of wiſdom, and that to ef 
BW rience a parent adds an attachment ſo pure as t 
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A hore! Ude after Efthers marriage; Noldecat | 
[covered a conſpiracy between two of the king's 
amberlains, w who had laid a plot to take their, 
aſter's life. Mordecai, informed Eſther of it, and 
in his name warned the king of his danger; the 
atter was in conſequence inveſtigated, and, the 
arge being Tully proved, the two chamberlains, 
re hanged, „FF 
Above all the oP of the empire the kiogth had | 
ranced Haman ; he held the higheſt poſts in the 
pire, and all the lords of the court, in honour, 
the king, did reverence to the favourite. Mor- 
cai deſpiſing the pride and arrogance of this wan, 
not pay him the ſame obeiſance; this, by ſome 
natured perſons of the court, was told Haman, 
0, obſerving that Mordecai did not make obei- 
ce as he paſſed, was ſo highly incenſed that he, 
ſolved to take vengeance not only upon the per-, 
who had offended, but on all the Jews that 
re ſcattered throughout Ahaſuerus's dominions. 
th this blood-thirſty deſign he repreſented. to the 
og that there were a people diſperſed in different. 
brinces of his dominions, who had among them: 
ves diſtin& laws, and refuſed to ſubmit to the; 

s eſtabliſhed in the empire; adding, chat it was 

to the king's intereſt to tolerate them. By theſe 

cked inſinuations he _ prevailed on the king to 

nſent to a decree, ordering all the Jews, without 
linction, to be deſtroyed: he took his ring from 
 inger, and, giving it to the favourite, told him 
bad full. PR to do as he had . Hamang 
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therefore, diſpatched writings to the king's lem 
nants in the different provinces ſealed with | 
king's ring, commanding them to be ready on 
certain day to deſtroy. all the ews, both old all 
young, children and women, and to ſeize upon the 
effects. Theſe orders were circulated throt au 
the Y ies that the people might be. ready d 
the ay appointed to begin the general maſſacre, 


When Mordecai . What was done he rent h 
clothes, and, according to the cuſtom of the Jey 
when deeply afflicted, put on ſackcloth. with afhe 
his head, and, running. into the midſt of the cit 
in all the violence of grief, increaſed, no doubt, þ 
| the reflection that he was the cauſe of this genen 
calamity, went and ſtood before the king's gat 
though it was ſtrictly prohibited that any one ſhoul 
enter, in mourning. This was told Eſther by be 
attendants, and ſhe, uneaſy | for her tare ſafety 
at her woman to take away the ſackcloth and gi 
other. raiment, but h refuſed it. She then ſet 
15 know, the cauſe of his àffliction. Mordecai the 
7 10 Id the queen's chamberlain all that had happene 
and giving him a copy of the decree that had dt 
ter ined the maſſacre of his people, ordered hil 
to ſhew it Eſt er, and charg e her to go ry 
and make ſupp cation for em to the Big 8 
chamberlain having reported theſe ſad e 
Eſther, 1e ordered: him to return and tell Mord: 
cai, that he well knew there was a law in Perl 
which forbid any one, unleſs called, going to tl 
| King 3 in the inner court, whether man or woman, 9 
| pain of death, and that ſhe had not been called 
| thirty, days paſt. ON ater FRAN lt 
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FR he retinas an anſwer dictated dy the i in- 
gnation he felt, that Eſther ſhould for a moment 15 
fider her perſonal ſafety when the lives of thou- 
nds of her people were at ſtake. His anſwer was 

s: * Think not with thyſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in 
the king's houſe, more than all the Jews: for if thou 
holdeſt thy peace at this time, then ſhall deliverance 
ariſe to the Jews from another place, (or by other 
means), but thou and thy father's houſe ſhall be 
deſtroyed. This ſpirited admonition from one to 
hoſe advice and authority ſhe had been accuſtomed ' 
plicitly to ſubmit, had the deſired effect. Eſther 
as no doubt. deeply impreſſed with the ruin that 
reatened her people, and aſhamed of the ſelfiſh 


ers which had before ſeemed an obſtacle to her 


eerceſſion in their behalf, ſhe ſent her chamber- 
in back to aſſure Mordecai that notwithſtanding 
bee ſevere law that exiſted, ſhe would cheerfully 
M her life in behalf of her people; but the de- 


red that he and all the Jews would make interceſ- 


on for her with God, by faſting and prayer, in which 

e and her maids would previouſly join, juſtly re- 

letting that it was God alone that could give ſuc- 

Mels to her endeavours, and enable her to defeat the 
alice of her enemies. | 


Having humbled herſelf before God, on the third - 
y the queen put on royal apparel and ſtood be- 

re the king, as he was ſitting upon his throne in 
be inner court, where, as obſerved before, it was 
ot lawful for any one unſummoned to intrude: 
ut God inclined the heart of Ahaſuerus to be fa- 
durable to Eſther; he no ſooner ſaw her than he 
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Bc endenden to her the "i flue as 4 tech ona 

| her life was ſafe,” upon which ſhe drew near, ed it 

as the cuſtom in ſuch” caſes was, touched the Mr whe 

of it. The king then aſked the cauſe of her vii a ha. 

© and declared Phe he would grant her requeſt, veſiſe glo 

„it even to the half of his kingdom; but Eſther den, a 

EE. not think proper at this time to prefer the cauſe q en pr 

her people, ſhe contented herſelf merely with u ges af 
gueſting that the king would come to an entertainmeſfcai, 

Which ſhe had that day prepared, and bring wit retche 

him Haman his chief favourite. Ahaſuerus ac 

cepted the invitation, and ordered Haman to bf Ham: 

appriſed of the honour intended him, that he migiſiſe wor 

be ready to attend at the Jew J bony ef" ' We poc 

7 5 mn ev 

When they were fat at the entertainment the 15 ay jul 

judging, perhaps, that Eſther had ſome further de min 

fign in the invitation, again aſked what requeſt ſhſſſfually 

had to make, declaring, as before, that he woulMents c 

grant it, even to the half of his kingdom; but thifeated 

queen, willing perhaps to eſtabliſh, by the charnſcir o 

of her converſation, her influence uns the kings evi 

1 that ſhe might the more effectually counterad thiYWto Joi 

_ machinations of the favourite, was ſatisfied witiſTady, : 

_ obtaining his promiſe to attend at a ſecond banque in his 

which ſhe ſhould Prepare for them on the morrovlis ad 
and 


. Hawn was bighly- elated /with the " honour'co 
ferred on him by the queen; who had never befoſ The 
Invited any of the nobles ; he left the palace full at the 
joy and gladneſs; but perceiving, as he paſſed il o 
king's gate, that Mordecai, who was fitting then iis r. 
"neither roſe up, nor. * him any | obeiſance, i mig! 
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hed it however at that time within his hen breaſt, | 
it when he got home he called for his wife Zereſh, 


en, and the ſuperior honours to which he had 
en promoted, be told them that all theſe advan- 
ges afforded him no pleaſure, while he ſaw Mor- 
cal, the Jew, tne of at the King's gate. How 


eiched Is the ſtate 0 the envious and malicious! 


mhz A forromnded: with every bleſling 
e world could beſtow, was wretched while he faw 
e poor Je enjoy that lowly” quiet to which his 
in evil paſſions rendered him a ſtranger.” Envy 
ay juſtly be called it's own tormentor; it is in 
e mind that worm which never dies, but is con- 
ivally gnawing and poiſoning the ſweeter enjo 

ents of life. Haman's power and riches wt 

eated him a number of flatterers, who, tog ald : 
cir own ends, encouraged” rather than chere 
evil propenſities; among theſe was his wife, 
ho joined in adviſing him to have a gallows eretted 
ady, and on the morrow to ſpeak to the king and 
in his conſent for Mordecai to be hanged upon it. 
bis advice pleaſed Harman, who reſolved to follow 
and had the gallows eretted accordingly. on 


The providence of the Almighty ſo orders) * 
the king being unable to ſleep, commanded the 
bok of records, in which all the principal events 
his reign were noted down, to be brought that 
might peruſe it. Among other events he found 
record of the nen, of the two chamberlaiuk, 


lee 


, bi 
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d having enumerated to her and ſeveral friends 1 5 
e glory of his riches, the number of his chil. _ 
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Which Mordecai had overheard and made knoy 
to the queen, and by that means ſaved his lif 
Struck with this poo of his fidelity he enguin 
what dignity or honour had been conferred.q 
Mordecai, as a reward for ſuch an important ſervi 


Man- arrived to ſpeak 0 the kin 7 concemi 
tlie execution of Mordecai on the gallows he h. 
prepared: he therefore was called, and, upon 
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and being anſwered by his attendants. that notꝛiſ o 
had been done for him, he enquired what miniſ of 
| vere in the court, that he might ſignify to them Wing 
pleaſure. It happened at that moment that Hilton; 


; p's W 
entrance. aſked by the king in what. manner ized: 
would. adviſe. the man to be treated whom the kiifffman 
wihed to honaur?., f Wed 
jj! TTT pb NE oh 
Hlaman had received ſuch repeated. marks of ii tri 
king's favour, that he could not think there lf walk 
any one in his court whom he would wiſh to han mar 
more than himſelf. Delighted therefore with: lat to 

rit of 


| idea . he anſwered, that no ufer honour could 
confe 


royal apparel, to ſet him upon the horſe which! 
' King was accuſtomed to ride, to. place the crofWvorth 


rred on ſuch: a one than to array him in 


upon his head, and cauſe one of the moſt nol 
princes of the empire to walk before him and p 


claim aloud as he rode through the city, TiWnfort 
ſhall it be done to the man whom the king deligMiraord 

eth to honour. Haman, puffed up with pride n; w 
arrogance, gave his maſter this advice, from Weir co 
firm perſuaſion that it was himſelf whom the Mappy 
wiſhed to ſhew diſtinguiſhed marks of favour ue! m. 
approbation: what then muſt have been his di W 
ord, 


pointment and chagrine, when the king orderedi 


© 


noo ike the royal robes, the VER ns the crown, . 

Wii 90 inftantly and do as had laid to Mordera 5 

vin ev, 'who ſat at che king 8 Fre, and not to 
| the leaſt tittle 670 what he ba awarded "we +4 
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ow u eraceſad muſt this: dees bees dy Lei. 
of wicked Haman ; he came with a view of ob- 
hing from the t det᷑ret for Mordecai's exe- 
tion ; and 10 he is deputed to exalt him to an 
bur even above what had been conferred on 
ſelf. There was however no appeal from the 
's will: Haman, great as his malice was, was 
lied. to conceal it, antdo- according to the kings 
mand. He took therefore the royal apparel, 
ed Mordecai in it; placed the crown upon his 
ad, and; ſetting him upon the. king's horſe, led 


* xz 


of ih riumphantly through the city, proclaiming as 
e ralked before him, „Thus ſhall it be done unto 
ano man whom the king delighteth to hon gur.“ 


at torment muſt it have been to the malignant 
tit of Haman to de this to the man, whom of all g 
ers, was moſt the object of his deteſtation, and 
on whom he was accuſtomed to look down as - 
worthy to lick the duſt off his feet; hut it is tie 
light of the God of peace to debaſe. the proud of 
art, and to exalt the humble and meck. What 
fort muſt che ſews have received from theſe 
ordinary honours conferred on their country | 
n; what was Haman's torment muſt have been 
ir conſolation, as they no doubt drew from it 
py prefage concerning the revocation of the 
el mandate that was gone forth againſt them. 


Mordecai was'not like Haman ; the uncommon | 


K. any . 
| . gran Hagel n Aer fry 
| bpnours, conkers on rag hy the. k king, 1 nt 
N appear in the eaſl to have rai ied: 1 in; . Any, {pi 
of pride or ſell importance, for we r that i imm 
diately- afterward he returned to oh king's n 
where, it is probable he poſſe ſſed ſome. humble pq 
Hlaman in che mean time, fall of grief and indign 
tion, repaired tochis houſe, Where, gong after i| th 
king #:chandbeckynoprived. o eee MN to ' 
+ derne. neee , e cle tus C0 
: ol hole ke 8 ar 7 Gala 
When they were all ae I the entertainmen 
the king again aſked Eſther if ſhe had any pe 
tion to make, aſſuring, her, as he,had gt 
that he would grant it, even 10 the half of þ 
kingdom. Eſther nowa thought it time tog {peak 


n t 
ng; in 
1308 


ace, 
E; by 
s unn 
red c 
ins, W 
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and replied, that her petition was for ther O hang 
life and the lives of her people. We are ſoldMordec 

' faid the, „I and my people, to be. deſtroyed, 1 uſe g 
be ſlain, and to periſh;“ obſerving at the ſamuger 
time, that if it had been the king's will merely wily, 
have fold them for bond- men and hand-womet cle; 
ſhe would not have complained. againſt, her endl. pre 
my. The king, who it muſt be remembered dir the 
not underſtand that his queen was a ſeweſs, d aſte 
aſtoniſhed to hear her ſpeak. thus, and ,repliedWerehy 


ad be 
her a 
hich h 
naine 
en Til 
Efthe 


% Who is he, and where 1 is bes that dare ml 
heart to do ſo A eh of ara 


The queen anſwered, that ber. adverſary ani 
enemy was the wicked Haman, who yas. men be 
fore him. 5 | 6. 5 WET <4. ae; tot 


Hom. was, no 4 freſh matter be aſton 
ment; Haman, onſcious of his malicious inten 


"C5 143 bh” 


nþ ws at the-wrath which. 8 
inſt bim: he). took the oppor- 


Or 
| * ; TD went into the garden of the 
lace, to 1 pn. queen te 


Enn of it himſelf 3 his downfal was ren- 


us, who, on the king's; return into the palace, 


ordecai who had been the means of preſerving 
e King's Hife nahem ine wicked chamberlains con- 
red againſt it, \Ehjs*iXomplieted:Haman's over. 
row ; for the king ,drdeved him immediately to 


ordecai, This was Accordingly: done;. and his 
uſe given by the king to Eſther. She now no 


e preſence of the king, who took from his. fin- 


ad before poſſeſſed, © and ſo wickedly abuſed. 


hich had been gives ker by the king. Still it 
nained to reverſe the bloody deeree which had 


Eſther again, 4 made interceſſion to the 
*. hg gave Mordecai 3 to write. in what 


* 


* 


intercede for his 
; but, he; ho had ſhe vn ne. merey to othets 


red complete by one of he queen's chamber- 


a farther teſtimeny of Haman's guilt, told him 
u he had, at that very, time, in his houſe a gal- 
vs fifty cubits high, which he had cauſed to his N 
ected with a deſign of hanging Mordecai thereon, 


hanged on the gallows he: had prepared for 


ger eoncealed from Him the knowledge of her 
mily, but informed him that Mordecai was her 
cle ; Mordecai was in-conſequence brought into 


* 7 
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r the ring which he had before given to Haman, 
d aſterwards remanded, and gave it to Mordecai, 
ereby delegating te him the fame power Haman 


her al ſo beſtowed up bon her uncle Hakan 8 houſe g 


en iſſued” in the king name againſt the Jews. 


| wc * le 


KEE TT 
Teal it withtheroybl: 


: wet, He werefbte En 
| Pitches to che lieutenants and fulers In the li 
| — Provinces, Xounterintinding the decree againſt 
Jes, and ordeting them to grant chem ſwpplic 
| —  Qefend them againſt any enemies that ſhould rif 
d moleſt them,” This edict cartied joy and gl 
maeſs in every province ameng the Jews, bow, | 

cTeoime all heit enemies und were held in eftimai 

by all the people > % Mordetai Was great in 
king's houſe, and a. MW; Re Wind thro 

out che land“ N Hint ge. 


651115 845 55 7 Et 0-42 
—— Queen Eſther.» by her! wiſdom und dee & 
. rew in favour witil the king and people, and 
bdappy in . ers uncle Mordecai exalted to 
| -_ Iigheft poſts ibi the 69% gras for he way 1 
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bs bo ry ata bimſelf. 2 x: - 

1 ITY | 1 4 * "HE oo i. * wo Ty | | 
1 Is this eminent tation i ie; is e to f. 


1 that be oraprotl many of his brethren, and 100 6 
| don every occafion; the welfare of bis people; 
RR... Ree + Ee ae og the: 9 270 hoe 
= -- . his e J 0 | of 

| 9 5 Mabe $4 066 SHITE ia 1 

RE Such is the hiſtory. of Queen "Eſther, Dom wh 
5 po ftriking truths. are exemplified ; the fate 
4 Haman affords à proof, of what frequently 
1 | pens to the wicked, who, in digging a pit for 
innocent, frequently fall into it . 
i hes us, that however dignified the ſtation of 
x - ungodly, it cannot give them peace, nor ſh 
1 them from the judgement of their Creator, un 
ſooner or: ous 1 certainly W Fn. 
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1 teach us, that 3 0 op- 
4 who call faithfully, ſerve God, and on. 
hon him in the time of trouble, are his 
ire, that he will lead them, as it were, by the 
and, through all afflictions, protect them in all 
wgers, and finally, either in this world or e 
ert, cauſe them to. triumph over their 
u enjoy interrupted peace and felicky, 
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